
CREATIVE TENSIONS
including: strength + vulnerability, love + money,  
and how to be a one-woman show* 

*you never are

KRISTIN ROGERS BROWN, BITCH MEDIA



ME
Bear Deluxe  
contemporary art issue

challenge
Evolve the previous design now that type styles originally chosen are  

more commonly used. Create an art-book feel to reflect the special  

contemporary art issue. Retain variety of idiosyncratic artists. Utilize  

one-, two-, and 4-color pages to make the whole book feel like full color.

solution
Familes of fonts chosen were originally created for contemporary art museum 

signage and collateral, and in digital art magazines. Lots of white space 

allowed art to shine. Shorter stories were purposefully more “busy” to give 

a sense of energy, fullness, and to contrast the more spare layouts in the 

featured artists section. Features were curated to include local, national, and 

international artists. Inspiration for the covers was a Cabinet of Wonders.

results
Several artists were so pleased with the presentation that, knowing we 

are a non-profit, they donated their fees. Featured artists have since been 

featured in art magazines, large gallery shows, and commissioned for 

commercial projects. The issue has been instrumental in getting new grants 

from the Regional Arts and Culture Council and Oregon Cultural Trust. 

 kristin rogers brown  : :  503 320 8055
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i m ag e at r i g h t:

Sapukay : Cry for Help
wov e n taq ua r a ,  b a n a n a t r u n k 
f i b e r s ,  f e at h e r s ,  w i r e ,  f i s h i n g l i n e , 
c a x e ta .  a s s e m b l e d i n c a n a n é i a , 
b r a z i l ,  w i t h m e m b e r s o f t h e lo c a l 
q u i lo m b o l a ,  g ua r a n i ,  a n d c a i ç a r a 
co m m u n i t i e s .  r i g o 2 3 -  2 0 0 8

co u r t e s y o f t h e a r t i s t a n d g a l l e ry 
pau l e a n g l i m ,  s a n f r a n c i s co

p h oto g r a p h by pa b lo m a s o nartists respond to a 

changing planet

[excerpt] 
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publications



Zine recipients can explore more...

sustainability and  
social change



exhibition:   30 days  
26 artists
144 banners

 
30 days  
26 artists
144 banners

$6k raised

 





Bitch design  
evolution











[ web revolution ]



[ web and print 
reflect their own 
strengths ]



Together - 5 years at bitch (TEEN YEARS)
Back issue library online





cost savings on printing

BEGAN PRINTING ALL NON-MAGAZINE PROMOTIONS  
AND MAILERS ON FSC-CERTIFIED PAPER,  
WITH FSC-CERTIFIED PRINTERS

        22% REDUCTION IN “PULPED” ISSUES IN FIRST YEAR 

AUDIENCE INCREASES 
ANNUALLY; DIVERSIFIES VIA 
SOCIAL MEDIA, MEMBERSHIP, 
AND READERSHIP. 



to help you create great work  
(and continue to enjoy what you do)

        7 MEDITATIONS
        ON CREATIVE TENSIONS



        TRUST RADICALLY.1



below: KARINNA BUNN   right: ALEXX DOVELIN
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            REVEAL YOUR VULNERABILITY.2
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            ALLOW SILENCE.3









—John Cage, American composer (1912-1992)

            BEGIN ANYWHERE.4







            CHANNEL CHAOS.5



“I am rooted, but I flow.”

—Virginia Woolf, The Waves







            CREATE DISCOMFORT.6







        remember:

            YOU ARE NEVER ALONE.7
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Clockwise: CATE ANDREWS, LAUREN GONSALVES (X2), GABI DELEON, JAX KO, SARAH HAYES, KARA HAUPT, EBIN LEE



 
DISPATCHES

 10 » on tv
Searching for tv’s elder stateswomen of tech. 

by deb nicholson

 12 » on the internet

In between revenge porn and sex work.   

by sarah jeong

 14 » on gaming 

Female geeks shouldn’t have to  

navigate doubt and derision.

by megan condis

 
IN EVERY ISSUE

 2 » contributors

 4 » department of everything

A little of this, a little of that.

 16  » bitchlist

 51 » from the hq

A look at the substance, support, and strategies of 

feminist media.  

 62 » book reviews 

 69 » screen reviews

 75 » music reviews 

  80 » adventures in feministory 

Margaret Hamilton, groundbreaking nerd.  

by ronnie  r itchie

 
FEATURES

18   » geeking out

Four writers on nerding while Black.

by stephani  page ,  vanessa willoughby,  

jamie  broadnax,  nyasha junior

24 » school is in 

Beyond the feminist classroom. 

by trish kahle

28 » rewriting reality

A forthcoming speculative-fiction anthology asks transgender 

authors to imagine new worlds.

interview by katherine cross

34 » meet the martians

Five women from the Mars 100 space program share their  

thoughts on leaving Earth forever. 

interview by jess ica franken 

40 » no filter

Finding Chicana empowerment, community, and art on Instagram.   

by barbara calderÓn-douglass

45 » sages, villains, and seers

Mapping disability in science fiction and fantasy.  

by charlotte loftus

48 » all made up

How white coats and white lies changed the discourse of beauty.  

by noËl duan

the  
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LETTERING BY MICHELLE LEIGH 
ICONS BY RYAN BROWN
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THANK YOU!



KRISTIN ROGERS BROWN, BITCH MEDIA

  @krbeedesign                  kristin (at) b-word.org


